St. Mary’s Church

59 North Main St.

Cortland, NY 13045

607-756-9967
Confirmation Service Guidelines

“ … the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:28

Guidelines for Service: 

To have the promise of salvation fulfilled in us, we must choose to live our faith in both word and action.  Part of this faith is to comply with the commandment of Jesus to love our neighbor as ourselves (Matt 22: 34-40). We demonstrate love of neighbor by our actions.  Consistent with this commandment and the example Jesus gives us as found in the gospels, we at St. Mary’s Church have incorporated service hour requirements for candidates in the Confirmation program.

Our Confirmation service hour activities are aligned with Corporal Works of Mercy.  Our intent is put our candidates into direct contact with those less fortunate (e.g. the elderly, poor, hungry, homeless), so that they can witness the impact of their service and to experience the inner joy that comes from helping others.  We are hopeful that our candidates will recognize their service as an ongoing way of life, not something simply to get over with to meet a requirement.  Our Confirmation candidates are expected to complete 10 hours of service over their two years of study.  Compared to other parishes in the Diocese, 10 hours is minimal.  We are striving for quality of service vs. quantity.  The following attachments complete this guideline:

Attachment A provides examples of qualifying activities and opportunities for service.  These are not intended to be all-inclusive.  Candidates and parents may seek approval of similar service opportunities.  Catechists, the Religious Education staff or others within the parish community may help to organize and coordinate activities for candidates to participate.  Candidates and parents must recognize that completing service hours is your responsibility, regardless of the opportunities that may or may not be organized by the parish.  

Attachment B is a Service Hour Request Form.  Candidates should receive acceptance of the service they plan to provide prior to performing the service so that there is no misunderstanding of qualifying activities, and to help insure any coordination information that may apply from participating agencies and organizations is passed along. 

Attachment C is the Service Hour Completion Form to be completed following individual service efforts.

Attachment D is a Reflection Sheet to be completed once all service projects are completed.

We appreciate the effort parents and guardians will need to make to support their child in this endeavor.  May the peace of Christ be with you all.
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See Excel file for Attachment A … service hour opportunities

Attachment B

Service Hour Request Form

Student Name (print): __________________________________________________

Describe service to be provided: __________________________________________

Parent Approval: ______________________________________________________

The above request complies with St. Mary’s Service Hour Guidelines for qualifying service*: 

____________________________________________________________




(Name of St. Mary’s Religious Education representative)

* Forms may be submitted during class time, by mail or by e-mail to either:

· Gary Hoyt / 1641 Francis Rd, Marathon NY 13803 or hoythomes@frontiernet.net
· St. Mary’s Church, 59 North Main St, Cortland NY 13045  Attention: either Caleb Payne, Theresa Foster or Kate Payne or religiousedK8@gmail.com  

Notification of compliance will be forthcoming within one week of submittal.  

Students should recognize that completing service hours without prior review by a St. Mary’s Religious Education representative might result in the service not being allowed to contribute toward your service hour total, if the service is deemed to not comply with the guideline.

Note: It is the responsibility of Confirmation candidates to maintain a file of all forms.











Attachment C

Service Hour Completion Form
Student Name (print): ________________________________________________

Student Signature: ___________________________________________________

Service Provided: 

Location: 
   __________________________________________________________

Date of Service:  __________________________________________________________

Number of hours: _________________________________________________________

Witness: _______________________________________________________________

Witness affiliation with service: 

· Person served

· Representative of an organization or facility: _____________________________

(name of organization or facility)

St. Mary’s Religious Ed acknowledgement: ____________________________________









(Name)

Note: It is the responsibility of the student to maintain a file of completed forms and to turn them in upon completion of all service hours.











Attachment D

Service Hour Reflection

In at least 3 paragraphs, please write an essay explaining your service hour experience.  At a minimum, please explain what you have learned, the reaction you received from those you helped and your thoughts about continuing to serve others. 

